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JERUSALEM DURING THE AYYUBID REIGN
(SUMMARY OF THE THESIS)

The subject of this study is Jerusalem during the
Ayyubid reign from 583H/1187 AD the year in which
Saladin reaturend Jerusalem from- the Crusaders and till
648/1250 AD the year in which the Ayyubid empire fell to
the Mamluks.

The importance of this thesis lies in the fact that it sheds
light on the conditions that prevailed in the Crusade Kingdom
of Jerusalem during the reign of Saladin. Another importance
of this study is that it discusses the new changes and
arrangements made by Saladin after reaturned the city. A
third importance of the study is that it gives an account of
the conditions which prevailed in the city after the death of
Saladin in 589H/1193AD and the Crusade attempt .0 conquer
the city making advantage of the disputes which arised
between Saladin successors. Further more, the study
discusses the rival Islamic and Crusade powers who fought
each other in order to conquer the city. And finally the
study draws a clear picture of the social, economic and
scientific conditions that prevailed in Jerusalem during the
Ayyubid rule.

This research is composed of introduction, six chapters
and a conclusion, together with a number of appendices and
the list of sources. The introduction pointed to the
importance of the thesis and the references from which
the subject was extracted. The first chapter whose title is
"The Recapture of Jerusalem and the fall of the Crusade
Kingdom" studies the conditions of the Crusade Kingdom of
Jerusalem during the rule of Saladin. It shows how Saladin
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reaturned Jerusalem in 583 H/1187 AD and sheds light on
the measures taken by Saladin to re-impart the Islamic
character on the city by removing the effects left behind by
the Crusaders during a period of eighty years of occupation.
This chapters also recount the echo of the fall of Jerusalem in
the European west and the efforts exerted by the pope, the
clergymen, and the kings to stir -the feelings against the
Muslims and the Third Crusade Expedition which emerged as
a result of this and aimed at recapturing Jerusalem from the
Muslims. This chapter discusses in detail the attempts made
by Richard the Lion Heart during two years (587-588H/
1191-1192 AD) ‘to conquer Jerusalem and the failure of his
attempt despite the material and the moral efforts which he
exerted. This chapter displays the fortifications and the
buildings erected by Saladin to protect it against the Crusade
raids, in addition to the social and educational establishments
built by Saladin.

The Second Chapter with the title "Jerusalem During the
Reign of Saladin Successors” discusses the conditions which
prevailed in Jerusalem during the disputes which erupted
between the members of the Ayyubid family after the death
of Saladin and how the city was transferred from one
Ayyubid  prince to another and the subsequent confusion
which and characterized its internal affairs, the matter which
tempted the Crusaders to make a number of attempts to
occupy the city as for the attempt made by Emperor Henry
the VI which ended with failure. The chapter also sheds
light on the conditions that prevailed in Jerusalem during the
reign of Al-Adil the Ayyubid Sultan which lasted from
596H/1199AD to 615H/1218AD and the numerous scientific
and social establishments built by this Sultan Al-Adil and his
son Al-Moadham Isa who used to be the Governor of the city
during his father's rule.
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The third chapter with the title "Jerusalem Between the
Muslims and the Crusaders” is designated for the conditions
of Jerusalem during the period 615-648 H/1218-1250 AD
and the negotiations and the reconciliation agreements which
took place between the Ayyubids and the Crusaders. In this
chapter the relation between Jerusalem and the fifth Crusade
Expedition on Egypt is discussed" pointing to the successive
offers by the Ayyubid Sultan Al-Kamil son of Al-Adil to
deliver Jerusalem to the Crusaders in return for their
withdrawl from Dimyat, and displaying the reasons which led
to these successive offers which are many and probably the
most important of them was the appearance of the Mongol
danger in the east of the Islamic Empire and the fear from
the part of Al-Kamil the Ayyubid Sultan that Syria and Egypt
might fall between the pincers of two terrifying enemies.
This chapter sheds light on the delivery of Jerusaiem to the
Crusaders according to the agreement of Jaffa in 627 H/1229
AD and discusses the reasons which prompted Ai-Kamil to
conclude this agreement with Emperor Fredrick the Second.
The chapter also discusses the impact of the disputes
between the members of the Ayyubid family and the
attempts of Crusaders to make advantage of them and how
everything was settled when the Khawarizmiyya finally
recaptured Jerusalem in 643 H/1244 AD during the reign of
the Sultan Al-Salih Najmal-Din Ayyub and thus Jerusalem

became immune against any foreign invasion till the first
World War .

The fourth chapter discusses the economic conditions in
Jerusalem during the Ayyubid reign. it gives a new
topographic study of Jerusalem during the Ayyubid reign,
thus describing the districts, streets, and establishments of
the city and sheds light on the factors which led to the
flourishing commercial activities in Jerusalem and the boom



—Y 0A—

which marked the selling buying movement. This chapter
also gives a detailed account about the imported and
exported commodities and the handicrafts and the trades
which were established in the city, in addition to agriculture,
animal breeding and the important agricultural products in
Jerusalem.

The fifth chapter whose title is- "Social life in Jerusalem
During the Ayyubid Reign" discusses a number of points
including the Crusade effects on the social life of Jerusalem
and the kind of inhabitants who lived in Jerusalem at the
time. This chapter also discusses the festivals and the family
celebration of the different categories of the inhabitants and
the vistas of these categories, in addition to a description of
the men and women costumes and the kinds of foods and
beverages favoured in Jerusalem at that time .

The sixth and the last chapter is designated to the
scientific and intellectual life in Jerusalem during the
Ayyubid reign. It explains which role Saladin's conquest
played in the scientific and intellectual renaissance witnessed
in the city in the wake of the conquest and displays the role
of the Al-Aqsa Mosque as an educational establishment
which attracted a great number of scientific and scholars who
gave their lessons of scientists and scholars who gave their
lessons in the schools which were scattered in the courtyard
of the Mosque. The chapter studies the establishment of the
different schools in Jerusalem and the endowments which
were allotted by the Sultanst to finance these schools, and
the role played by these schools in the shaping of the
scientific and intellectual renaisance. It also gives an account
of the bookstores which existed in Jerusalem and their most
valuable contents. The chapter also cites a number of the
prominent scientists and scholars who lived in Jerusalem
during the Ayyubid reign and displays some of their
scientific and literal works.
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The conclusion of this study includes the most important
findings of this study.

The last pages of the study includes a number of
appendices relevent to the subject-matter of the thesis and a
list of references.



