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A SUMMARY OF THE DISSERTATION

The subject tackled in this research is (the strife of Muslims
(Jihad) against the Byzantines in the first Abbasid era) i.e from
the rise of the Abbasid Caliphate in 132 A.H./749 A.C through the
end of the first Abasid era in 232 A.H./847 A.C. this research is
divided into an introduction, a prefacte, five chapters and a
conclusion in addition to a number of appendices and references.
The introduction points out the importance of the research topic
and its most important sources. The preface looks into the
Muslim-Byzantine relations just before the rise of the Abbasid
Caliphate in Baghdad, sheding light on the Byzantine state
situations before the rise of the Abbasid Caliphate and its effect
on the Muslim-Byzantine relations during the first Abbaasid era,
and the weakness and decline of the Byzantine state due to
conflicts over the worship of pictures and statues. The first
‘chapter, titied ( The shift of the Caliphate capital Bagdad and its
effect on the nature of the Jihad against the Byzantines), teveals
the fall of the Ummayad Caliphate and the rise of the Abbasid
Caliphate and the founding of Baghdad in 145 A.H/762 A.C. It also
handless the role played by the shift of the Islamic Caliphate
centre from Damascus to Baghdad where the centre of power and
influence shifted from the East Mediterrenean to Baghdad and
that resulted into more Muslim invasions against the Byzantines
and fierce attacks on the eastern Byzantine frontiers more than
their Ummayad predecessors. The Abbasids inherited Jihad
against the Byzantines from the Ummayads in virtue of the
antagonistic Muslim-Byzantine relations. This chapter also deats

with the Byzantine defence system established by Emperor
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Hercules to stop the march of the Muslims into the Byzantine
territories. The chapter points out the divisions of the these
defences and the names given to them by Muslim historians and
their importance and effect on the social and economic byzantine
entity. It also attempt to study Islamic defence system of which
Abbasid Caliphs took care to build and repair all along the
borders from Syria to Armenia, indicating that the strategy of
Jihad against the Byzantines did not come to a hault by the rise of
the Abbasid Caliphate. The first chapter also looks investigates
into the invasion of the Muslims to Asia minor through Torous
mountains and Armenia in continuous campaigns which were
named by summers and winters by some Abbasid leaders.

The second chapter studies the Jihad of Harun Al-Rashid
against the Byzantines in Asia Minor, and it highlights the role of
Harun Al-Rashid in Jihad since the time of his father Al-Mahdi.
The chapter contains a detailed study of the campaigns sent by
Al-Mahdi the most important of which is that of Harun in which
he  succeeded to capture a number of Byzantine fortresses
particularly Samalo fortress in 163 A.H/780 A.C then his
campaignl in 165 A.H/782 A.C. and the events and results of these
campaigns. The chapter then deals with the campaigns sent by
Harun Al-Rashid after he assumed the caliphate following the
death of his father, and the continuation of the campaigns during
the reign of his son Algasim or other Abbasid Princes and leaders.
This chapter sheds new light on the relation of Harun Al-Rashid
with the Byzantine Empress Irene who continued to pay tribute
to Muslims, his relation with Nicephorus I and correspondance
between them which reveals the humility of the Byzantine

Emperors such as Irene's Nicephorus had to pay tribute for
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also sheds light on the resistance of the Abbasid caliphate to excel
the Byzantines and continnous against them. It points out the role
of Jihad against the Byzantinues and its effect on Folklore of both
the opponents where there came up long poems on both sides
narrating heoric deeds of heroes like Digins Acritas and Abd Alah
Al Battal. Such long poems had influence on the Folklore of both
parties.

The third chapter is devoted to the study of (The stand of
Caliph Al-Ma'mum on the Byzantine state), the contrinuation of
Islamic campaigns under Al-Ma'mum together with Al-Ma'mum
taking advantage of Thomas of Sicily case where he allied with
Thomas, it aims at explaining that it was not for the sake of
looting that Al-Ma'mum allied with Thomas but it was the
wisdom of the Caliph to follow the policy of his father Harun to
weaken the Byzantine state and destroy its domains in Asia
minor in prepartion to attack Constantinople and capture it. In
spite of the failure of Thomas to achieve his aim of obtaining the
throne of Constantinople, this problem weakened the naval power
of the Byzantine state, where its navies scattered in the
Mediterranean basin at the time when the Islamic navies
gathered together and posed a threat to the Mediterranean
islands.

The fourth chapter titled the Jihad of the Muslims in the
Mediterranean basin and south of Italy studies the Islamic Jihad
in the Mediterranean basin in the third Hegra ninth Gregorian
century where as Muslims waded was and Jihad against the
Byzantines on two fronts : and Eastern front in Asia minor and
upper Syria and Iraq, and another Western front in the

Meteranean where Andalusians captured Crete  island in 212
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A H./827 A.C. and the Aghlabids captured Sicly in 212-222
A.H./877-836 A.C and the wonderful civilization established by
the Muslims in Sicily. It also explains an important point that is
the effect of the Muslim conquests on the islands of Crete, Sicily
and south of Italy and the shift of the trade weight from the
Byzantines to the Muslims. Thus the whole Mediterranean basin
became an Islamic land where it used to be a Byzantine one,
Moreover, the Islamic Dinar replaced the Byzant as an
international currency in the Mediterranean world.

The last and fifth chapter sheds light on (The conquests of
Caliph Al-Muetasim in the Byzantine state) It looks into the
military campaigns carried out by Emperor Theofill after holding
alliance with Alkhurramiyya on Islamic ports and the destruction
of Zabtra. It studies in detail the famous invasion of Al-Muatasim
on Ammoriah the home of the ruling Byzantine dynasty. This is
the victory which was celebrated by poet Abu Tammam in one of
the best Arabic poems. Hence-forth Al-Mu'tasim proceeded
towards Constantinople to make the old dream of the Muslims to
capturit come true. But he had to go back to Syria upon news of
intrigue and conspiracies being made against him. The research
presents a new study on the reasons behind the hault of Islamic
expansion after the death of Al-Mu'tasim particularly during the
reign of Caliph Al-Wathiq , and on the decline of the Byzantine
state after the death of the fill 228 A.H./842 A.D. It also includes
the well known sacrifice called Khagan the sarvant in 231
A.H./845 A.D the scholastic emmission between Caliph Al-Wathiq
and Emperor Michael II which were reflected on the cultural and
intellectual aspects of both the parties and the exchange of

manuscrips and sciences.
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The conclusion contains the results reached by the
researcher and the research is ended by a number of important

appendices and a list of sources and ference.



