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Monetary Systems in Egypt in the Fatimid Era.
(358-567 H., A.D. - 968-1171)

A Synopsis

The topic of this research, monetary Systems in Egypt in the
Fatimid Era. (358-567 H., A.D. 968-1171), is a topic of great
interest for a number of reasons. It is a new topic in the field of
studying Islamic systems in the Middle Ages. This research is
therefore a modest attempt made to shed light on the monetary
systems in Egypt during a historic period surrounded with
mystery and vagueness resulting from the scarcity of historical
resources contemporaneous to the Fatimid era.

The monetary systems in Egypt in the Fatimid peériod mark
a significant stage in the evolution of monetary systems in
Islamic Egypt for it is a stage that links the past to the
subsequent periods to the Fatimid era. These systems are the
(out - come) and the continuation of past systems for the factors
affecting systems, culture and history last for generations even
after a certain regime is over. Besides these systems were at the
basis of the systems in the following periods. The Ayyubid and
the Mamluki periods.

Furthermore, the study of the Fatimid monetary systems

and tracing these systems to their early beginnings is useful for
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the exploration and treatment of such topics as those related to
administrative and financial systems in Islamic states in the
Middle Ages. One of these topics is the evolution of the feudal
system and the change from admiistrative feudalism to military
feudalism. Other topics are the study of the Islamic state
revenues, and the expenditure of these revenues, in addition to
studying  systems of financial administration and the methods
followed financial departments and the personnel in charge.

This research is also a contribution made to clarify the
similarities and differences betweent the literature dealing with
monetary systems on the one hand and the actual mangement of
financial affiars on the other. It is worthy of notice that various
books such as Al-Kharaj for Abi yusuf and Al Menhaj for Al-
Makhzumy as well as other sources deal with theoretical
information different from its actual application as seen in
historical documents.

Because of the crucial part money plays in the field of
monetary systems, the research places emphasis on the monetary
system in Egypt especialy during that period in which Europe
started to strengthen her relations with Islamic East. This was
achieved through making use of such italian cities as Genoa,
Venice and napoli in the attempt to gain more commercial
advantages to dominate trade and financial systems in the

Islamic East. This took place at a time when those Italian cities
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played a major part in supporting the Crusades which aimed at
achieving a full political and economical domination of the
Islamic East. An examination of the monetary system in the
Fatimid era and the influence of these systems on the commercial
activities in the Mediterranean was therefore necessary.

This thesis consists of an introduction, five chapters, a
conclusion, Appendixes and a bibliography.

The first chapter "The Feudal System in Egypt in the
Fatimid Period" deals with the destribution of feudal estates over
administrative officials in the place of monthly on annual salaries
prior to the Fatimid Caliph Al-Mutanssir Bellah as well as giving
feudal estates to members of the military class during and after
the great depression, and also with the increasing power of the
owners of the feudal estates towards the end of the Fatimid
period when the power of the Fatimid Caliphs was declining. The
first chapter also tries to account for the inrease of military
estates especially towards the end of the Fatimid Caliph Al-Aded
Bellah's tule. The conclusion to this chapter is about the
important place of the Fatimid diwan al-igta and its different
responsibilities.

The second chapter "Financial Revenues and their sources
in Egypt in the Fatimid Period" deals with the kharaji on land

takes levied on agricultural land and grazing areas and non-
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kharaji taxes levied on industrial activities, minings, and trades.
This chapter also deals with al-Khums and Al-Ushr, taxes levied
on different goods both imported and exported, the cresent takes
and head-takes beside the taxes collected in return for public
amenities, emergency taxes and other taxes such as those levied
on the revenues of Al-Ahbas.

The third chapter "The Expenses of the State in Egypt in the
Fatimid Period". It comments on the great expenses of the court
as well as the money paid for nafaga and for the fees and
celebrations and various gifts distributed on individuals as is
known to have been the practice during that time. This chapter
also deals with the money spent on the army, the navy, ransoms
the captives and construction such as the money spent on
establishing religious and charity institutions in during the
Fatimid era.

The fourth chapter "Financial Administration in Egypt in the
Fatimid Period" discusses the direct collection of takes and the
people responsible for it such as al-masharif, al-amel and al-
jahbaz as well as the indirect collection of takes and the methods
used al-kabalaat and al-damaan. It also deals with the
responsibilities of the Fatimid (Wazeer) minister and concludes
with a comment made on the diverse financial diwans in the
Fatimid state, the responsibilities of the officials of these diwans

and the criticism directed against this financial administration.
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The fifth chapter "The Monetary System and the Coinage
House in Egypt in the Fatimid Period" deals briefly with the
monetary system in Egypt in periods prior to the advent of the
Fatimid period and examines the possible causes behind the
abundance of gold under the rule of Al-Muez Ledin Allah and the
influence of this abundance on the monitary system. It also
points out the financial reform introduced under the rule of the
Fatimid Caliphs after the Caliph Al-Muez Ledin Allah and the
effect caused by the (Mustansir-riah) Depression on the
monetary system in Egypt both negatively and positively. The
fifth Chapter also discusses the place of the monetary system in
Egypt towards the end of the Fatimid period and is concluded by
a treatment of the coinage houses in Egypt; their different
departments, the various officials and craftsmen working in
them, and the technical methods followed in coining money.

The conclusion highlights the significant findings of the
research. The bibiography gives a list of the different sources,
reference books and periodicals used by the research.

Finally, a number of appendices are included which consist
of documents and letters on messages which Fatimid rulers used

to send to their subjects.



